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“As one of the largest design firms in the 
world, Gensler is committed to using our 
scale to make a difference. We are 
committed to using this moment to make a 
significant impact on lowering the carbon 
emissions from making and operating our 
buildings. This is a pivotal moment for 
architects and designers.”

1.5°C COP26 Communiqué
A CHALLENGE TO GOVERNMENT LEADERS TO STEP UP CLIMATE COMMITMENTS

Building industry leaders from across the globe are demonstrating their commitment to 

meet the Paris Agreement's 1.5°C carbon budget and challenging government leaders 

to do the same. Here's what signatories of the 1.5°C COP26 Communiqué had to say:

“We signed the 1.5°C COP26 Communiqué 
because sustainability is in our DNA. As 
architects, planners, engineers and 
designers, it’s exciting to know we can play 
a major role in solving climate change. With 
everyone equally committed, our industry 
can move the needle and 
create the future we want to 
see. The future we must see.”

“We emphatically share COP26’s goals 
supporting adaptation to protect communities 
and natural habitats, as well as the belief that 
our collaborative action is urgent and 
necessary. Setting aggressive carbon 
reduction goals and partnering with academia 
and non-profit advocacy organizations will help 
our projects, clients, and communities inch 
closer to a state of draw down.”
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of Italian Architects 
and

Engineers

ALA-Assoarchitetti 

TO AVOID THE WORST
 IMPACTS OF CLIMATE 

CHANGE, GOVERNMENTS 
MUST ACT NOW TO:

“The AIA is committed to advocating for 
energy efficient, resilient, and zero carbon 
buildings in our cities, suburbs, and rural 
communities. It is imperative that world 
leaders meeting in Glasgow fully commit to 
adopting aggressive building policies, 
incentives, and codes that meet the 1.5ºC 
carbon budget. As our nation’s leaders set 
ambitious targets, architects are 
making them a reality.”

“ALA-Assoarchitetti recognizes that 
from small to large scale, 
architecture affects climate change. 
Each new architectural intervention 
can simultaneously harm and 
benefit the planet. Awareness of the 
importance of balancing these two 
actions is the key to 
saving ourselves, as well 
as the planet.”

“The 60 member firms of the Large Firm 
Roundtable (which comprises the largest 
AIA member firms) have signed the 
Communiqué because we want to let 
governments know that our profession is 
committed to the mitigation of adverse 
effects associated with climate change. 
Accordingly, LFRT firms have committed 
to design practices that embrace 
the principles of 1.5ºC now.” 

LIMIT WARMING TO 

REDUCE 
CARBON EMISSIONS 

ZERO CARBON 
EMISSIONS

1.5°C

ACHIEVE 

“We call on all sovereign governments to ramp up their Nationally 

Determined Contributions and 2030 emissions reduction targets to limit 

planetary warming in line with the remaining global 1.5ºC carbon budget.”

50-65%
BY 2030

BY 2040
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FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES

Kathy Wardle
Principal & Director 

of Sustainability 
Perkins&Will

Diane Hoskins
FAIA, Co-CEO, Gensler

Anica Landreneau
ASSOC. AIA, LEED

 AP BD+C, WELL AP,
 Director of

 Sustainable Design,
HOK

GENSLER
“As one of the largest design firms in the world, Gensler is committed to using our scale to 
make a difference. Collectively, firms need to intentionally influence the supply chain of our 
industry in order to incentivize the availability of no-carbon and low carbon building 
materials. In the coming months, Gensler will require low carbon building materials on all 
of our 1 billion sf of building specs annually. Along with others in our industry, we want to 
reward global suppliers who meet our green specs and move away from those who don’t. 
We are excited about this moment in which our clients - developers and corporations - are 
looking for net zero buildings. We are committed to using this moment to make a 
significant impact on lowering the carbon emitted from the operations and making of our 
buildings. This is a pivotal moment for architects and designers.”

PERKINS&WILL
“We emphatically share COP26’s goals supporting adaptation to protect communities and 
natural habitats, as well as the belief that our collaborative action is urgent and necessary. 
Setting aggressive carbon reduction goals and partnering with academia and non-profit 
advocacy organizations will help our projects, clients, and communities inch closer to a 
state of drawdown. In this cooperative spirit, we are pleased to be hosting a four-part 
virtual seminar on moving “Beyond Zero” during COP26 that will explore the issues and 
opportunities required to support a transition to a low-carbon future. This series will 
examine various solutions, from retrofitting and finance to tech and regenerative design. 
By staying the course and working transparently with our partners and clients, we act as 
global citizens aspiring to achieve the carbon reduction goals we know are critical.”

HOK
“We signed the 1.5°C COP26 Communiqué because sustainability is in our DNA. In 
addition to signing the Communiqué, HOK is a proud signatory of the AIA 2030 
Commitment to eliminate greenhouse gases from building operations, and the SE 2050 
Challenge to eliminate embodied carbon. We set targets and track the operational and 
embodied carbon of all our projects through the design process, and we are on pace to 
meet the deadlines of both commitments.

As architects, planners, engineers and designers, it’s exciting to know we can play a major 
role in solving climate change. Together we can help improve human health and 
well-being, resiliency and safety while also helping to improve the economy and rebalance 
ecosystems. With everyone equally committed, our industry can move the needle and 
create the future we want to see. The future we must see.”

3



FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES

Rand Ekman
HKS Chief 

Sustainability Officer, 
Principal, FAIA, 

LEED Fellow

Dame Jo da Silva 
Global Sustainable

 Development Leader, 
Arup Fellow

John Bottaro
AIA, NCARB – 

National Buildings 
Strategy Leader, 

RS&H

ARUP
“National and sub-regional policy actions are crucial elements to accelerate an industry 
shift towards a net zero carbon built environment. Arup supports the development of policy, 
codes and standards which drive down emissions - confident that we have the knowledge 
and expertise to implement them. Arup stands ready to support our clients as they 
embrace the importance of this moment when the aspirations of climate action must 
convert to tangible action at scale and pace.”

HKS
"It’s clear the built environment will play one of the most significant roles in meeting the 
1.5ºC Paris Agreement target. The COP26 Communiqué aligns HKS with other 
industry-leading peers, challenging us and our sovereign nations to set science-based 
climate actions and boldly ramp up carbon reduction goals. HKS infuses social 
responsibility and sustainability into our practice, our culture and our governance 
structure. Our corporate objectives align with the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), and we have joined the AIA 2030 Commitment, the China Accord, RIBA 2030 
Climate Challenge, and the UN Global Compact. Guided by our ambition to become a 
zero-carbon practice, we analyze embodied carbon with cutting-edge tools such as Tally 
and are committed to reducing operational carbon in all our projects. We need to build a 
resilient future that preserves, stewards, and restores our resources as quickly, safely, and 
equitably as possible."

RS&H
“I am proud of our involvement in this important global effort. It aligns with our belief that 
progress takes partnership and demonstrates our unique culture of care, which includes a 
focus on corporate responsibility. 

Minimizing the footprint of our facilities, materials usage, and transportation is a core 
business strategy at RS&H. Working with our clients, we have documented savings of over 
2 million megawatt-hours of electricity, 1.4 billion pounds of waste, and over 500 million 
gallons of water – resulting in millions of tons of avoided greenhouse gas emissions – and 
counting.

We are designing for the future when it comes to carbon emissions from buildings and 
saying to our clients, ‘If you step up and make this investment, we have your back.’”
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Rich Stump
 LEED AP BD+C – Aerospace 

& Defense 
Vice President, RS&H

Ben Moore
AICP, LEED AP O+M –

 Sustainability Leader, RS&H

Chris Cooper,
FAIA, 

Design Partner, 
Skidmore, 

Owings & Merrill \
(SOM)

Lindsey Perez
AIA, LEED AP Fellow 

– DLR Group, Principal, 
Global Sustainability Leader

“Sustainability means constantly seeking balance. Because the environment, economy, 
and equity are always in flux, finding balance is a continuous process, not a fixed result. 
With this Communiqué, we are calling on the world’s governments to unleash the power of 
our industry to design a sustainable future.”

SOM
“This is our decade of action to confront the climate crisis. At SOM, we have committed to 
reaching operational net zero for all of our projects by 2030, and net zero embodied 
carbon by 2040. Our work includes the first carbon-neutral research university campus in 
the U.S., the first net-zero school in New York, net-zero renovation project in Milan, and a 
net-zero arts pavilion in New Jersey. We are continually evolving our practice with 
initiatives to decarbonize our designs and our industry. Working with industry partners, 
researchers and policy makers, we are actively researching design strategies and 
processes that can advance these goals, and advocating for these solutions to be 
adopted throughout the building sector.
 
It’s been thrilling to collaborate with clients and partners who share our commitment to 
climate action. Now, local and federal governments should seize the opportunity to scale 
this up with progressive policies and incentives that will accelerate our progress toward a 
net-zero built environment.”

DLR GROUP
“At DLR Group we continue to live our core value of environmental stewardship through 
a variety of internal and external initiatives including material transparency efforts, 
developing workshop tools for zero net energy, net positive water, and biophilic design. 
Building on our mass timber expertise we have begun to position carbon as the 
common denominator in integrated design conversations. DLR Group has shared our 
progress towards climate action through our environmental stewardship reporting for 
the past six years.”

“COP26 will accelerate multiple aggressive objectives for our planet’s sustainability 
and resiliency, including realizing global net-zero emissions by mid-century, resilient 
infrastructure and agriculture, and deployment of funding in support of climate finance. 
As a committed leader in sustainability and as a signatory to the 1.5ºC COP26 
Communiqué, RS&H looks forward to significant collaborations with our government, 
business and community partners in order to make these objectives a reality.”

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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Amy Hattan
Corporate 

Responsibility Officer,
 Thornton Tomasetti

Pablo La Roche
Ph.D., ASSOC. 

AIA, LEED AP BD+C, 
Principal & Global Sustainable 

Design Lead, 
CallisonRTKL

Greg Mella
FAIA, LEED AP BD&C, 

Director of Sustainable Design,
 SmithGroup

THORNTON TOMASETTI
Thornton Tomasetti is an industry leader in the reduction of embodied carbon. Through our 
sustainability, resilience and decarbonization projects, we are making a significant positive 
impact. Within the firm, we have set a goal to reach carbon-neutral business operations by 
2030. We are moving toward this goal thanks to our high-performance offices, renewable 
energy purchases, flying less and offsetting the rest, and offering flexible work 
arrangements to staff. Our recent progress is documented in our corporate responsibility 
report. We are signing the 1.5ºC COP26 Communiqué because it is directly in line with 
Thornton Tomasetti’s environmental statement and our corporate responsibility goals. 

"Thornton Tomasetti joins with other large firms collectively responsible for more than $300 
billion in annual construction in urging government leaders to act on climate change. 
Through our sustainability, resilience and decarbonization projects, and our firm-wide 
commitment toward achieving carbon-neutral business operations by 2030, we are driving 
significant action to adapt to and mitigate climate change." 

CallisonRTKL
“CallisonRTKL supports a planet positive — an equitable and inspiring future through 
design. We are proud to be a signatory of the COP26 Communiqué. We have actively 
begun reducing emissions from our practice and the buildings we design to achieve the 
Paris Agreement’s 1.5ºC goal. As a global firm, we are climate-neutral in our operations 
and dedicated to social responsibility, demonstrated by being the largest firm to receive 
ILFI’s JUST label. Since 2009, we pledged as part of AIA’s 2030 commitment to have all 
our projects be zero carbon by 2030, including embodied carbon by 2040. We are on 
track to meet these commitments.

Our vision for the future is designing a better place for all—the first step is responding to 
the climate and developing appropriate architectural responses. In addition to our project 
work, we believe in sharing our knowledge freely for the public good. We developed 
Climate Scout, an open-source application, to design unique, site-responsive solutions. 
We are evolving towards designing regenerative buildings with interconnected systems, 
considering biodiversity and local conditions, with positive, local impact. Buildings that go 
beyond doing less harm—to doing good.”

SMITHGROUP
“SmithGroup is proud to support the COP26 Communiqué, underscoring our commitment to 
climate action and the 1.5°C carbon targets of the Paris Agreement. We are committed to 
and accountable for designing a carbon-free future that embraces conservation, maximizes 
renewable energy, decarbonizes systems, adapts existing buildings and sites, incorporates 
low-carbon construction materials, and goes beyond offsets as much as possible. We are 
also dedicated to creating vital, inspiring and resilient places for healing, work, learning, 
research, cultural reflection, recreation, gathering and celebration that will help us weather 
and withstand the adverse impacts of climate change on our communities.”

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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Ellen 
Mitchell-Kozack

AIA, 
LEED BD+C, 

WELL AP, 
Vice President,

 Chief Sustainability Officer, 
LEO A DALY 

LEO A DALY
“LEO A DALY is actively engaged in the 2030 Commitment and is working toward 
carbon neutrality by 2030. Immediate firmwide efforts include substantially increasing 
the number of projects performing early-phase energy analysis, implementing embodied 
carbon assessments, and structuring our design process around the AIA’s Framework 
for Design Excellence.

Ecological and social responsibility is fundamental to good design. It is incumbent on 
every architect today to set measurable goals and view every project through the lens of 
its impact on human health, the community and the environment. LEO A DALY 
approaches this responsibility through an integrated approach in which every discipline 
– planning, architecture, engineering and interior design – collaborates from the start of 
a project, gearing design decisions toward a holistic and regenerative result. We use 
data to drive our designs. By analyzing the site and climate conditions unique to every 
project, we are able to maximize opportunities for energy efficiency, carbon reduction, 
and human health and wellbeing.

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: 20 MASSACHUSETTS AVE, WASHINGTON. D.C.
Located in the heart of Washington, D.C., 20 Massachusetts Ave is exemplary in its commitment to both 
environmental sustainability and human health, recognizing the synergies between the two. The adaptive reuse 
project repositions an outdated office building into a vibrant mixed-use development that is seeking both LEED 
Gold and WELL certification. 

OPERATIONAL CARBON SAVINGS:  
Starting in the very earliest stages of design, we have performed extensive modeling including the envelope, 
lighting and HVAC systems to maximize opportunities for energy efficiency. At the completion of design, the 
proposed energy use intensity (pEUI) for the project is 28 kBtu/sf/yr. This represents a 66% reduction from the 
Zero Tool baseline established for our 2030 Commitment.

EMBODIED CARBON SAVINGS: 
The decision to preserve the existing structure 
resulted in a significant savings in embodied 
carbon – the emissions associated with the 
extraction/manufacturing/transport of building 
materials. Had we razed the building completely 
and rebuilt the structure, we would have emitted 
an additional 6,905 metric tons of CO2e. This is the 
equivalent of removing 1,500 cars from the road 
for a whole year.  

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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Tim Carl
CEO, HGA
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HGA
“We believe it is our responsibility to shape the future through design. Climate 
change is accelerating before our eyes – yet we are inspired by the world we can 
build when our industry steps up to mitigate climate change. We must reduce the 
carbon impact of our projects as quickly as possible – our clients, our children, and 
our communities depend on it.” 

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: 
Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center -
Margaret A. Cargill Lodge, Finland, MN
The Margaret A. Cargill Lodge at Wolf Ridge Environmental 
Learning Center offers visitors an opportunity to live in a zero 
net energy (ZNE), highly sustainable building while learning 
about environmental conservation. Designed by HGA 
Architects & Engineers, the project is seeking Living Building 
Certification with ILFI and demonstrates that ZNE can be 
accomplished in cold northern climates.

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: 
Forest Edge Elementary School, Fitchburg, WI
The Oregon School District’s Forest Edge Elementary School 
is the first Zero Net Energy school in Wisconsin, setting a 
precedent for schools of the future. Designed by Bray 
Architects with net zero energy consulting from HGA.

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: 
Westwood Hills Nature Center, St. Louis Park, MN
The new building at Westwood Hills Nature Center serves 
as a threshold connecting visitors to the unique 160-acre 
nature park. Designed by HGA Architects & Engineers, the 
project is seeking Zero Energy Certification with ILFI.

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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Wendy Rogers
CEO of LPA

Brian Staton
HMC Architects

 President and CEO

Paul Hutton
FAIA, NCARB,
 LEED® Fellow

 BD+C, Principal | Director of
 Regenerative Design, 

Cuningham

LPA
“LPA signed the Communiqué because we want to lead by example and urge our 
industry to do better. As a firm, we are committed to making sustainability and building 
performance the foundation of every design, regardless of size, scale or budget. Early 
in our history, we set an internal goal of surpassing California’s Title 24 standards by 
25% on every project. We added engineers and grew as an integrated firm in large part 
to better address the issues of building performance and sustainability. In 2017, we 
added a research team to develop actionable intelligence to help clients make 
informed choices.

Our emphasis on a collaborative, inclusive, transparent design process is producing 
results. In the last four years we’ve averaged a 71 percent reduction in energy use in 
our projects, including school, healthcare, civic and workplace developments. For two 
years in a row, we were the largest firm in the country to surpass the AIA 2030 
Commitment, reporting data on more than 11 million square feet of new projects. We 
know when we achieve success it sends a clear message: If we can do it, other firms 
can do it, too.”

HMC ARCHITECTS
“Climate change is a threat that requires swift action. As architects, we have a 
responsibility to do everything we can to eliminate carbon emissions and 
reduce energy demand—making positive changes for the human condition, 
society and overall better health.”

CUNINGHAM
“Regenerative design is one of Cuningham’s core values. We collaborate with clients, 
communities, and institutions who are striving to reduce their negative impacts on the 
environment and create equitable and inclusive environments. 

In pursuing Net Zero Energy building operations and by reducing the embodied carbon of 
the built environment through the thoughtful use of construction materials and other Net 
Zero Carbon initiatives, Cuningham is helping to realize the vision of our clients for 
healthier communities and a healthier planet.

These groundbreaking efforts confirm that these goals can be achieved. The opportunity 
to realize these ambitious goals requires an unwavering pursuit from institutions and 
agencies to set the highest of standards and to develop policies and programs to 
empower our communities to design a better future for all.”

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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Lisa M. Ferretto
AIA, LEED, WELL, 
EcoDistricts, GGP, 

Director of Sustainability,
 Hord Coplan Macht

Dan Jaconetti
National Sustainable 

Design Leader

Donald W. Davies
PE, SE, President,

 Magnusson 
Klemencic Associates 

HED
National architecture and engineering firm HED is dedicated to doing net zero work 
whenever and wherever possible. The imperative of climate response is clear, and 
the built environment plays a huge role.

"Creating positive impact means preparing our clients for the future. And net zero is 
the future. This is why we signed the 1.5ºC COP26 Communiqué when Architecture 
2030 invited us to do so. We hope that governments will see this business 
commitment and respond with similar leadership.”

HORD COPLAN MACHT 
“Hord Coplan Macht became a signatory of the AIA 2030 Commitment and adopted 
the 2030 Challenge in 2011. We have been tracking our projects for the last decade 
and our climate actions include design strategies to reduce energy and carbon in new 
and existing buildings to minimize climate change. We also integrate design strategies 
to support and enhance health and well-being, resiliency, social justice, performance, 
financial investment, and overall environmental responsibility. Our mission is to create 
innovative and collaborative design solutions for people in their buildings, sites, and 
communities. Hord Coplan Macht signed onto the 1.5°C COP 26 Communiqué 
because we are among those large firms responsible for designing and constructing 
the built environment. We know buildings account for about 40% of the annual global 
GHG emissions and that eliminating these emissions is the key to addressing climate 
change and meeting Paris Climate Agreement targets. Architects, designers, cities, 
and countries must join together to reduce emissions and actively work towards a 
sustainable future.”  

MAGNUSSON KLEMENCIC ASSOCIATES (MKA) 
“At Magnusson Klemencic Associates (MKA), we believe it is essential for the 
Architecture, Engineering, and Construction (AEC) industry to find design and 
construction strategies that reduce carbon emissions, curb climate change, and 
diminish harmful environmental impacts. These efforts extend to new ideas and 
innovative tools that promote non-proprietary, long-term, eco-friendly solutions, such 
as our investments in the Embodied Carbon in Construction Calculator (EC3), the 
advancement of low-carbon concrete and performance-oriented concrete 
specifications, and the Onsite Non-Potable Water Reuse Practice Guide, as well as 
MKA’s roles in helping to co-found two non-profit organizations—the Carbon 
Leadership Forum and Building Transparency—committed to addressing embodied 
carbon’s harmful impact on the environment.
 
When the opportunity was presented to participate in COP26 and Architecture 2030’s 
1.5ºC COP26 Communiqué initiative, we were eager to support the effort and proud to 
become a signatory. This initiative is making significant and meaningful progress 
toward mitigating climate change in ways that illustrate to other AEC industry 
organizations and firms what is possible when it comes to designing and constructing 
the built environment in environmentally responsible ways.”

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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Julia Siple
AIA, LEED AP, 

BD+C, Senior Associate, 
Quinn Evans

Jonathan Moody
President/CEO, 

Moody Nolan

QUINN EVANS
“Existing buildings are an important piece of the climate solution. What exists today 
will continue emitting greenhouse gases (GHG) unless we make changes. The act 
of building can also be GHG intensive, so we want to be deliberate in what needs to 
be demolished or built new. We aim to adapt, reuse, and celebrate the history of 
what we currently have. The most sustainable solution is to build less and ensure it 
will be flexible and long-lasting.”

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: 
Southeast Neighborhood Library (Washington, D.C.) 
Embodied Carbon Life Cycle Assessment
Quinn Evans was awarded a Building Innovation Design 
Assistant grant by the DC Department of Energy and 
Environment for an Embodied Carbon Life Cycle Assessment 
(LCA) for the Southeast Neighborhood Library. The historic 
building originally opened in 1922 and is undergoing a 
significant renovation and below-grade expansion. The LCA 
compares the carbon impacts of the renovation, including low 
carbon design and material strategies, with a baseline of a similarly sized new building. Reuse and 
designing the library for low-carbon concrete demonstrates as much as a 44% carbon savings. 
Low-carbon renovation coupled with the all-electric and renewable energy strategies puts the library on 
a path to net-zero carbon. 

MOODY NOLAN
“It is more vital now than ever that we, as a nation and an industry, recognize the 
importance of not only committing to but responding to the goals outlined in the Paris 
Agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and global temperature rise to 1.5 
degrees Celsius in order to reduce and mitigate adverse environmental and social 
impacts of global climate change. The building sector is the highest emitter of global 
carbon emissions worldwide and it’s time we held ourselves accountable. At Moody 
Nolan we believe in the importance of walking the talk and do so through our design 
philosophy – Responsive Architecture. This means listening intently, analyzing 
effectively, and innovating appropriately to meet client and community needs. Our 
commitment to climate resilience takes the form of prioritization of high-performance 
design to reduce environmental and social impact. We measure progress through 
annual reporting towards the AIA 2030 Commitment and follow design guidelines like 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals and the AIA Framework for Design Excellence. 
Moody Nolan is a proud supporter of the 1.5ºC COP26 Communiqué and we urge other 
industry leaders to do the same and take similar steps toward meeting COP26 
decarbonization benchmarks.”

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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Peter G. Smith
 FAIA, 

BWBR President & CEO

Hilary Noll
Associate Principal, 

Sustainability Integration
 Leader, Mithun

Photo credit: Brandon Stengel

BWBR
“BWBR is a proud signatory of the COP26 Communiqué because we as a firm 
believe that unified advocacy is our biggest opportunity to effect real change in the 
world, especially on an issue as vital and complex as climate change. We also 
recognize that the building industry is a significant contributor to GHG emissions, 
and as such we feel a responsibility to take an active part in addressing the climate 
crisis and its inequitable global impacts.

Supporting the Communiqué is consistent with the many other tangible actions 
BWBR is taking around climate change mitigation, including implementing a 
performance baseline on every 

single project, tracking and reporting energy data, and 
advocating for third-party certification whenever possible. 
We’ve been privileged to work on a number of 
groundbreaking sustainability-minded projects including a 
LEED Gold v3 BD+C build for a major metropolitan 
safety-net hospital, an award-winning historical campus 
building renovation aimed at maximizing preservation, and 
an innovative research and instructional lab with a green 
roof and exposed structural and mechanical systems.
 
For nearly a century, BWBR has transformed lives through 
exceptional environments and rapid, significant change is 
the only way to ensure that we can continue to do so for the 
next 100 years.”

MITHUN
"Mithun stands with the community of designers and builders to create a lower carbon 
world. For decades, we have actively and urgently engaged in decarbonization and 
regenerative strategies, from joining the Carbon Climate Exchange to the development 
of one of the first embodied carbon calculators. Leading with an integrated design 
approach, we are helping our clients maximize decarbonization with holistic thinking, 
from early concept carbon analysis through to post occupancy evaluations. Impacts of 
the climate crisis are already affecting vulnerable communities and ecosystems and the 
time to act is now. 

We pledge to meet the 1.5°C carbon target by incorporating regenerative carbon 
strategies for all elements of the built environment. This reduction is technically within 
reach but requires a new era of collaborative design and carbon economics. Members 
of the building industry have stepped up to address climate — it’s time for governments 
to do their part to establish clear targets to further advance this work industry-wide.” 

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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Stefan Knust
Director of Sustainability, 

Ennead

Andrea Love
AIA LEED 

Fellow, Principal
 and Director

 of Building Science, Payette

ENNEAD ARCHITECTS
“Our mission at Ennead Architects is to empower every project team member to 
engage as Directors of Sustainability – to encourage full agency in our collective 
mission to decarbonize our work and to address many aspects of climate inequity. The 
desire by project stakeholders to take action has never been stronger and opportunities 
to make a difference have increased tremendously. I feel the momentum is reaching an 
important tipping point, and none too soon! 

Ennead is committed to the goals of Architecture 2030 and the global effort to limit 
planetary warming per the Paris Agreement. We believe that good design has the 

capacity and the moral imperative to address many aspects of climate inequity and to help achieve UN 
Sustainable Development Goals.

Our passionate staff are our greatest asset, and our design approach is rooted in our collective values. We are 
active at the grassroots level in our communities, and we participate in advancing enforceable design 
performance regulations. Our business practices are informed by our climate action plan and we benchmark, 
measure, and report key performance indicators in our work at every phase. Together with our consultant 
teams, we integrate best practices into award-winning work for clients across our diverse portfolio.

For example, at NYU Langone Medical Center in New York City, where three of our projects recently received 
LEED Platinum recognition for energy conservation and resilience measures, we remain actively engaged in 
master-planning and in local policy development for helping healthcare institutions reduce their emissions.

We urge all policymakers and the design and development community to work together with their project teams 
in decarbonizing our economies while building sustainable, inclusive, and resilient communities.”

PAYETTE
“We need to work quickly to decarbonize the built environment. Payette is working to 
reduce operational and embodied carbon in some of the most energy intensive building 
typologies of laboratories and healthcare projects. We strive to prove that beautiful, 
net-zero buildings are achievable for all building types. By focusing first on reducing 
building loads and energy efficiency, eliminating fossil fuels, and then powering with 
both on and off-site renewable energy, Chelsea Soldiers’ Home, a long-term healthcare 
facility, is an example of how carbon neutrality can be achievable even in large, 
intensive buildings. 

We also need better tools and information that can allow us to make 
design decisions informed by their carbon impact. At Payette we 
developed Kaleidoscope, which allows any designer to quickly 
compare the embodied carbon of different assemblies early in 
design when critical design decisions are being made.

Through a combination of leveraging what we already know, and 
continuing to push and better understand where we don’t, we are 
working to drive down both the operational and embodied carbon of 
all our work.”

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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Amy Bunszel
Executive Vice President,

 Architecture,
 Engineering and Construction 

Design Solutions, Autodesk

Steve McDowell
FAIA, CEO and 

Design Director, BNIM

AUTODESK
“Through our design and make technology, Autodesk empowers innovators to 
transform the built environment by making better energy and material choices that 
reduce carbon emissions, waste, and cost; accelerate the design and make of 
places and products that are safer, healthier, and more resilient; and advance 
equity and access to in‑demand skills of the future. 

We are also committed to reducing the impact of our own operations. This year 
Autodesk achieved net-zero greenhouse gas emissions across our business and 
value chain. We are now working toward our next science‑based GHG emissions 
reduction targets, balancing efficient operations with our net‑zero carbon and 100% 
renewable energy commitments.

To meet Paris Agreement and COP26 decarbonization targets and stem the impacts of climate change, the 
architecture, engineering and construction (AEC) industry must fundamentally transform how buildings and 
infrastructure are built and operated. Digitalization – adopting digital tools and processes that enhance 
efficiency and insights – is key to meeting this momentous challenge. 

We are excited to join Architecture 2030 alongside leaders in our industry to call on governments to more 
aggressively tackle climate change. We believe adopting digital tools and training in how to use them is 
foundational to achieving significant carbon emission reductions in line with a 1.5°C future.” 

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: 
Charity Hospital Redevelopment, New Orleans, LA
In 1938, the art-deco style Charity Hospital was constructed to expand the 
public healthcare resources available to the City of New Orleans. Charity 
was a teaching hospital that stood as a beacon of hope for many in the 
community. Following Hurricane Katrina, the one-million square foot 
building was shuttered and still stands vacant today, leaving an 
emptiness in what was once a bustling area of the City. The adaptive 
reuse of the former Charity Hospital will include a common thread of 
lifelong learning that dates to its beginnings. The building’s history as a sacred space within the community will be 
honored by providing a welcoming space for all. Tulane University will serve as the anchor tenant, in addition to a 
high school, early childhood learning center, multi-family housing, retail, and multiple scales of public gathering 
space, both interior and exterior to the structure. Learn more: bnim.com/blog/measuring-charity-hospital 

“Climate change is one more inequity. BNIM has been on a journey of sustainability and high performance for 
over three decades and believe our primary responsibility for reducing carbon and fighting climate change is 
to serve the populations that are most vulnerable and deeply impacted by rising temperatures, forest fires, 
flooding, drought, food shortages, water scarcity, threatened air and water quality, and other ecosystem 
attacks. Signing the Communiqué is an action step towards serving the underserved and saving our planet.”

BNIM
BNIM’s Sustainable Action Plan guides every project in our practice to set, measure, 
and transparently report impacts across six categories: energy, water, ecology, 
wellness, equity, and resources. Building on our progress to achieve 100% 
operational emissions reduction per the 2030 Challenge, BNIM further commits to 
reducing the embodied carbon dioxide emissions across all projects by 65% by 
2030, 100% by 2040, and 20% net positive by 2050.

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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Angela Brooks
FAIA, Principal | Lawrence Scarpa, 

FAIA, Principal | Jeffrey Huber, 
FAIA, Principal, 

Brooks + Scarpa Architects

Photo credit: Tara Wujcik

BROOKS + SCARPA ARCHITECTS
“‘Leave No One Behind’ - these are the four introductory words in Volume 2 of the 
UN17 Sustainable Development Goals, interrelated goals agreed upon by world 
leaders for a better world by 2030. Four words that perfectly encapsulate how 
society must function, from the global to the personal scale. When we leave 
someone behind, we hurt not only them, but the very social fabric that holds us 
together. From the scale of a home for 13 homeless families to strategies beyond 
the property line, we advocate for larger policy goals that can help preserve social 
capital, reduce inequalities and use clean energy; design leadership, sharing 
knowledge and developing toolkits work together to scale up our efforts.”

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: 
The NEST Toolkit
The NEST Toolkit was developed with Plant Prefab, a 
modular home builder, and the Community Corporation of 
Santa Monica, a non-profit developer. The NEST Toolkit is 
a prefabricated home design kit that is scalable and 
adaptable, able to be built off-site, assembled quickly, 
and accommodate different housing types and lot sizes. 
The Toolkit will be available to other architects and 
developers in the future. Berkeley Station, the first NEST 
Toolkit project, will be 13 all-electric, net-zero homes for 
people who are experiencing homelessness.
 

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: 
The SIX, Los Angeles, CA
The SIX project consists of 52 affordable homes for people 
experiencing homelessness, with 18 units specifically set 
aside for veterans. The project was designed for the 
non-profit developer Skid Row Housing Trust. The building 
incorporates energy efficiency measures that exceed 
standard practice, a solar hot water system, and passive 
solar design that maximizes natural light and airflow. The 
project received LEED Platinum Certification.

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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Mara Baum
Partner, DIALOG

Jim Anderson
Chair, DIALOG

Photo credit: Klassen Photography

DIALOG
DIALOG is an integrated architecture and engineering firm operating across North America. We have made 
voluntary commitments to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions associated with our built work. This 
includes industry commitments like the American Institute for Architects (AIA) 2030 Commitment and the 
Structural Engineers (SE) 2050 Challenge to achieve net zero emissions for building operations and embodied 
carbon emissions respectively.

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: 
MacKimmie Complex University of Calgary
Designed to be a high-performance net-zero carbon building, the 
MacKimmie Complex comprises a fully renovated tower and block and 
a brand-new link that connects the two buildings by an atrium, 
surrounded by a redesigned outdoor gathering space. Designed with 
high performance features, the project has achieved a CaGBC Zero 
Carbon Design Certification in 2020, with Net Zero Carbon Performance 
Certification pending completion in 2022. The multi-year, multi-phase 
project will enhance pedagogical and administrative environments, 
accommodate growth, and strengthen the sense of place and 
community in the heart of the University of Calgary’s main campus. The 
building enhances modern-day learning in a way that goes beyond 
technology and programming. The building skin makes its 
energy-modeling systems tactile, or visible to the eye, as a way to make 
climate change conversations a permanent fixture in life on campus.

“As designers, we have a hand in shaping how future generations will 
experience the world around us. DIALOG is committed to significant 
greenhouse gas emissions reductions as a critical necessity for long 
term community health and well-being.”

“Buildings are an essential part of the climate change solution. We 
urge COP26 participants to stand with DIALOG and the building 
industry in our commitment to immediate and extensive reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions.”

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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Andrew Whalley
 Chairman, Grimshaw

GOULD EVANS 
Gould Evans is committed to a sustainable, equitable future that 
includes achieving carbon neutral buildings by 2030. We’re proud to 
be a signatory of the COP26 Communiqué, calling on the world’s 
governments to ramp up their carbon emissions reduction goals. 
Two of our recently completed projects signify our unwavering 
commitment to a more sustainable built environment - the all-electric 
San Francisco State University Manzanita Square housing project 
and the 2030 Challenge compliant Southeast Community College 
Academic Excellence Center in Beatrice, Nebraska. Our work and 
commitment to designing for our planet continues.

GRIMSHAW
Grimshaw is committed to playing its part in decarbonizing the built environment and urges all actors to 
collaborate to limit global warming to 1.5°C. We have signed up to science-based targets that will see our 
scope 1 and 2 emissions reduced to align with Paris Agreement targets by 2030 from our 2019 baseline.

Furthermore, we are a carbon-neutral company offsetting our emissions in 2020, but that was not without first 
reducing consumption and driving up energy efficiency. Our biggest climate impact is flying to visit our clients 
and their projects. We are looking at ways we can make our travel as low carbon as possible, if travel is 
required in the first place. But we realise the biggest impact we can make is in agency, advocating and 
delivering low carbon designs.

Back in December 2019 we committed to only delivering net zero carbon ready designs by 2025 and we are 
tracking and making progress. We already have delivered net zero carbon operational buildings and our 
approach takes a whole building approach including embodied carbon.

Grimshaw has the expertise and know-how to help our clients deliver net zero carbon buildings today and we 
know our partners are ready too. Together we have the design technology, materials, and construction 
processes available to deliver net zero carbon buildings. What is missing is strong political leadership that 
makes sure this is the only option. We have less than a decade to halve global emissions for a chance of 
limiting warming beyond 1.5°C. We must all act now.  

“At Grimshaw we have mobilised around the climate and biodiversity emergency and 
are equipped to support our clients with the fast transition required to mitigate carbon 
emissions and design for resilience against current and future climate change. Our 
commitments - to deliver net zero carbon ready designs by 2025 and socially and 
environmentally regenerative designs by 2030 - is supported by strong collaboration 
across our industry. This collaboration - working with our supply chain, research 
institutions and organisations – can only be enhanced by more impactful targets set 
by governments which we believe will make our low carbon future a reality.”

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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Stephen Kieran
FAIA, Founder and Partner, 

KieranTimberlake

Heather Holdridge
Director of Design 

Performance, Lake | Flato

Bill Leddy
FAIA and Marsha Maytum, 
FAIA, Founding Principals,

 Leddy Maytum Stacy Architects

KIERANTIMBERLAKE
“Our firm is fully committed to lead architecture to the goals of the 1.5ºC COP26 
Communiqué. We will expand our work to eliminate fossil fuels in the operation of the 
architecture we design. We will minimize and manage the carbon embodied in our 
architecture. There is no goal more important to our collective future.”

LAKE | FLATO ARCHITECTS
“The built environment is a substantial contributor to a variety of environmental and health 
impacts. At Lake | Flato, we have made a commitment to the 1.5ºC COP26 Communiqué 
and strive to create restorative environments that reduce carbon emissions and enhance 
our understanding of and relationship to the natural world.

Lake|Flato’s work reflects the belief that sustainability and design are two sides of the 
same coin – balanced, integrated, and inseparable. Our project portfolio attests to our 
passion for a high-performance sustainable architecture, and we use leading benchmarks 
like the AIA 2030 Commitment to measure our progress towards resiliency. “

LEDDY MAYTUM STACY ARCHITECTS 
“During the crucial period of the next decade, architects and designers have a pivotal role 
in addressing the climate emergency and its associated societal impacts. It is well 
documented that the worst impacts of climate change - extreme weather events, drought, 
wildfire, flooding, economic destabilization – are and will continue to be experienced 
disproportionately by disadvantaged communities, people with disabilities, children and 
the elderly. Providing safe, dignified and zero carbon places to live and thrive for all global 
citizens is crucial to the health, well-being and future of our civil society. Architects and 
designers must offer far more than inventive forms and the latest fashions. We must 
become innovative agents of change, providing the vision and skill to lead our 
communities toward a just, climate-positive future for all. The design values and practice of 
architecture must be transformed NOW to successfully meet the challenges of the climate 
emergency and achieve the 1.5°C carbon budget. There is no time waste.”

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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VIVIAN MANASC
Reimagine 
Architects

CLARK BROCKMAN
SERA

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: 
Edith Green -- Wendell Wyatt Federal 
Building,
Portland, OR
An iconic Portland office tower that avoided 
53% of new construction embodied carbon 
emissions by re-using the existing structure.

REIMAGINE ARCHITECTS
“Climate change is a topic on many lips, but an understanding of how design 
decisions impact climate change is often elusive. Buildings, including their 
embodied and operational energy, are responsible for 40% of greenhouse gas 
emissions globally. The good news is that we can decarbonize buildings by 
selecting materials that embody less energy, avoiding metals, privileging wood and 
composites, and designing integrated building systems that work passively to 
achieve net-zero or regenerative operational energy. Our buildings can be located 
in accessible urban areas where less energy is needed for transportation and 
infrastructure. The Paris Agreement’s target to limit global warming to 1.5ºC invites 
us to consider these strategies and more, on every project that we touch. 
Reimagine has a long history of working with Canada’s Indigenous communities, 
and we have been taught to consider every decision in the context of seven 
generations down the line. If each design decision, from the location and form of 
buildings, to the materials and systems specified, to the assemblies we detail, are 
considered in the context of their impact on the next seven generations, we have a 
better chance of thoughtfully creating regenerative architecture.”

SERA
“Sustainable placemaking has been key to SERA’s 53-year history, starting with our 
founder’s efforts that helped shape Portland’s reputation for livability. Our work, our 
advocacy and our company mission centers on mitigating climate impacts now, 
and creating long-lasting places that stand the test of time -- aesthetically, 
operationally and culturally. Whether it’s our 2014 transformation of the Edith Green 
-- Wendell Wyatt Federal Building, an iconic Portland office tower that avoided 53% 
of new construction embodied carbon emissions by re-using the existing structure; 
or the forthcoming McEvoy and Dupont Apartments, a 100% affordable, 13-story 
apartment building in San Jose that takes advantage of the low-embodied carbon 
of mass timber, our projects demonstrate our commitment to remedying the past, 
solving the challenges of today, and building lasting community for years to come.”

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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JEANNE GANG, FAIA
Founder and Partner

at Studio Gang

MICHELLE AMT
Director of Sustainability

and Inclusion,
Senior Associate

VMDO

ANDREW WAUGH
Waugh Thistleton

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: 
Beloit College Powerhouse,
Beloit, WI
Completed in 2020, the Beloit College 
Powerhouse reimagines a 
decommissioned power plant into a 
highly sustainable and low-carbon 
center for student wellness and 
recreation.

STUDIO GANG
“The history of architecture illustrates the kind of relationships we’ve desired with 
each other, and our environment, in the past. The 1.5°C COP26 Communiqué 
announces—loud and clear—what we want and expect that relationship to be 
going forward. To achieve zero-carbon buildings and planet-friendly cities, we must 
mobilize political decision makers, professionals, and industry in ambitious, 
collaborative actions. Architecture 2030 can help empower us to get there.”

VMDO
“VMDO Architects delivers healthy, happy, high-performing places to live, learn, 
and play. We are signatories of the AIA 2030 Commitment and we have realized 
over 400,000 square feet of zero energy and zero energy ready facilities for public 
clients, on public budgets—with more on the way.  We believe every project is an 
opportunity to tackle global challenges. As a profession and a society, we already 
know what it will take to change how we build; the time to act is now. VMDO is 
committed to driving positive change and to share what we learn so others can 
too.”

WAUGH THISTLETON ARCHITECTS
“We are excited to endorse this powerful Communiqué – this is the time for 
transformational change in the making of our built environment. International 
collaboration is an imperative to make that change happen!”

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: FIRMS & COMPANIES
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FAIA,
2021 President

American Institute 
of Architects 

Peter Exley

FAIA
DLR CEO

Chair, Large Firm 
Roundtable 

Griff Davenport

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS (AIA)
“The AIA is committed to advocating for energy efficient, resilient, and zero carbon 
buildings in our cities, suburbs, and rural communities. It is imperative that world leaders 
meeting in Glasgow fully commit to adopting aggressive building policies, incentives, and 
codes that meet the 1.5ºC carbon budget. As our nation’s leaders set ambitious targets, 
architects are making them a reality.”

AIA LARGE FIRM ROUNDTABLE (LFRT)
The AIA LFRT is an independent organization 
currently composed of 60 of the largest architectural 
firms in North America. Its purpose is to create a 
forum for member firm CEOs and other firm leaders 
to develop and share best practices for large design 
firms. The LFRT members employ more than 240,000 
design professionals world-wide. Accordingly, the 
initiatives that LFRT develops, coupled with the 
resulting policies and practice changes within its 
member firms, have significant impacts on our built 
environment. LFRT members were among the first to 
be signatories to the 2030 Challenge in 2006. 
Designing to limit climate change remains one of the 
LFRT’s top priorities. 

“The member firms of the Large Firm Roundtable have 
signed the Communiqué because we want to let 
governments know that our profession is committed to 
the mitigation of adverse effects associated with 
climate change. Accordingly, LFRT firms have 
committed to design practices that embrace the 
principles of 1.5ºC now. 
The urgency of the 1.5ºC 
imperative demands 
emissions-free buildings 
and a zero carbon 
economy. We challenge 
governments to commit to 
these now.”

ALA-ASSOARCHITETTI 
Architects and climate change: whether small or large scale, architecture alters the terrain. Each new 
intervention simultaneously detracts from and enhances the planet. An awareness of the importance of 
balancing these two actions is the key to saving ourselves, as well as the planet. Through the Dedalo Minosse 
International Prize in Architectural Commissions, the ALA-Assoarchitetti commits to supporting clients with 
each building intervention, private or public, in gaining an awareness of the importance of social and 
environmental sustainability, particularly considering the repercussions upon not only the direct recipients of a 
commission, but also on the greater community and the natural environment. Only a multidisciplinary approach 
that combines economic, artistic, social, and environmental aspects can lead to a progressive 
reconceptualization of what it takes to create and construct architecture in the 21st century, which requires 
re-situating the human species within the planetary ecosystem. ALA therefore speaks to everyone - architects, 
clients, economists, sociologists, writers, artists, builders, government officials, citizens - rewarding the 
principled behavior of those who research, innovate, and recover heritage as well as the land, and think of new 
ways of living, working, learning, and investing in culture and knowledge.

FULL STATEMENTS FROM SIGNATORIES: ORGANIZATIONS
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FASLA
President of the 

ASLA

Tom Mroz

CEO of the ASLA
Torey Carter-Conneen

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS (ASLA)
“ASLA is pleased to join our partner, Architecture 2030, and the built environment 
community in advancing our shared vision of healthy, zero-emission communities for all. 
Landscape architects plan and design carbon-sequestering parks, plazas, streetscapes, 
and recreational areas, applying Climate Positive Design practices to ensure these 
spaces store more carbon than they emit over their lifetimes. They help communities 
transform the threat of climate impacts into opportunities to become healthier, more 
resilient, and equitable.” 

“ASLA is committed to advancing climate action through three key areas -- 
educating the public about landscape architecture and its role in solving the 
climate crisis; educating landscape architects and designers about the latest 
climate mitigation and adaptation practices; and expanding our shared impact 
through critically-important coalitions such as Architecture 2030.”
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CNCA Director
Trude Rauken

P.E.
2021-22 

ASHRAE President, 
Fellow ASHRAE,

 LEED AP

Mick Schwedler

P.E., CEM, CxA, 
Fellow ASHRAE,

2021-22 ASHRAE 
Treasurer and 

Former 
Headquarters 

Building 
Ad Hoc Committee 

Chair 

Ginger Scoggins

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF HEATING, REFRIGERATING AND 
AIR-CONDITIONING ENGINEERS (ASHRAE)
“ASHRAE's climate action efforts exemplify our Society’s core dedication to engineering 
excellence in environmental stewardship. The ASHRAE global headquarters building 
renovation project demonstrates that existing buildings can be transformed into 
net-zero-energy structures using current technologies. Additionally, ASHRAE’s Task 
Force for Building Decarbonization is expanding our long-standing touchstone initiatives 
in energy efficiency by equipping organizations, industry stakeholders and policy 
makers with best practices to confront the challenges of the grid-building intersection, 
embodied and operational carbon reductions, and building energy storage. The 
Advanced Energy Design Guides, developed with our partners, provide zero energy 
K-12 schools and office buildings guides to equip designers in achieving zero energy 
and significantly reduce carbon. Through the development of standards and guidelines, 
training and research, ASHRAE is redefining the built environment for the times and 
continually exploring what is possible through industry leading innovation.” 

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: 
ASHRAE Global Headquarters, Peachtree Corners, GA
“Improving the energy performance of existing buildings is critical to reducing carbon 
emissions and ASHRAE actively demonstrated this concept through the completion of 
its net-zero-energy global headquarters building project. From a radiant ceiling panel 

system, skylights and heat pumps, to the 
installation of a photovoltaic (PV) system and 
remote monitoring of building performance, 
ASHRAE not only identified the characteristics for 
a great aesthetic but created a sustainable and 
healthy indoor environment. ASHRAE’s renovation 
of a 1970s era building using cost-effective and 
off-the-shelf technologies is a model for many 
others to follow – and not just the exclusive few.” 

CARBON NEUTRAL CITIES ALLIANCE (CNCA)
“If construction in cities is built with business-as-usual standards, the embodied 
carbon generated will equal more than six years worth of global fuel combustion 
emissions. That’s why the Carbon Neutral Cities Alliance is doubling down on 
tackling embodied carbon in construction. Our cities are moving full speed ahead 
on policies to dramatically increase the use of biobased materials and reduce the 
embodied carbon in the built environment.” 
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James Hayter
IFLA President

Pamela Conrad,
ASLA, PLA, LEED AP,

 Principal, 
CMG Landscape

 Architecture, Founder, 
Climate Positive Design, 

Vice-Chair, 
IFLA Climate Change 

Working Group

Ryan Colker 
VP of Innovation,

International Code Council 

INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL (ICC) 
“As society races to achieve the greenhouse gas reductions outlined in the Paris Agreement 
and advance resiliency against the increasing frequency and intensity of natural hazards, 
modern building codes and standards play a foundational role in realizing these goals. As the 
leading developer of building codes and standards worldwide, we at the International Code 
Council are proud to support the 1.5°C COP26 Communiqué as we continue working to ensure 
that communities across the globe have access to the codes and standards, as well as the 
supporting tools and resources necessary to advance the resiliency, sustainability, and 
efficiency of their buildings.”

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: 
Tonsley Innovation District, Adelaide, South Australia
Tonsley Innovation District is the site of a former car manufacturing factory. On a site of 
63Ha, an 11Ha building was retained and the asbestos roof replaced with solar panels, 
generating enough power to service 30,000 households. Contamination was buried in pits 
on the site and urban forests were inserted into the former Manufacturing Assembly Building 
along with pods supporting businesses developing new technologies and small-scale 
manufacturing industries, including producing hydrogen from renewable energy.

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS (IFLA)
“As a creative discipline, landscape architects bring expertise on Nature-based Solutions, technological innovation, 
and strategic thinking that deliver for nature and people. We accelerate city afforestation to sequester carbon, 
generate urban biodiversity, and protect cities from extreme heat – a growing threat to human survival. Our work 
amplifies biodiversity and societal prosperity, fostering resilient communities better prepared for 
a changing climate. Landscape architects are engaged in projects globally to integrate green 
infrastructure into urban environments, reduce embodied and operational emissions, and restore 
ecosystems to sequester more carbon. Through the IFLA Climate Action Commitment, landscape 
architects practicing in IFLA’s 77 member associations globally show their commitment to 
positive climate action and the effect they can make on our changing environments.”

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT:
 Alameda Point - DePave Park Alameda, CA
“The key to solving the climate crisis is designing with nature. By integrating green infrastructure 
into urban environments, reducing embodied and operational emissions, and restoring 
ecosystems to sequester more carbon, landscape architects deliver climate solutions on a scale 
that matters. Alameda Point - Depave Park embodies this holistic approach that the over 70,000 
landscape architects around the world bring to the climate conversation. The transformation of a 

derelict site through material reuse and restoring carbon 
sequestering wetlands creates an accessible open space in an 
underserved community, while planning for sea level rise in an 
ecologically beneficial way. All of this was accomplished while 
sequestering 8,000 metric tons of carbon beyond offsetting its 
own minimized footprint in four years. This kind of dedicated 
action is reinforced by the recently launched IFLA Climate Action 
Commitment that represents 77 nations around the world and 
shows the steps landscape architects are taking as global 
citizens to limit planetary warming to 1.5ºC. 24
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Lakisha A. Woods
President and CEO

National Institute
 of Building Sciences 

Mahesh Ramanujam
President & CEO, U.S.

 Green Building Council

Peter Templeton
incoming interim president & CEO, 

U.S. Green Building Council and
 current president & CEO, 

Cradle to Cradle

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF BUILDING SCIENCES (NIBS)
“NIBS stands with all members of the global built environment to meet 
the 1.5°C carbon target. The changing climate affects every person in 
every corner of the globe, and we pledge to do our part to help mitigate 
climate change.”

Since its inception in 1974, NIBS has worked with public and private 
building industry allies in the areas of energy conservation, sustainability, 
resilience, and notably natural hazard mitigation, sharing knowledge on 
how mitigation protects lives and improves safety, prevents property loss, 
and decreases disruption of daily life. Its Natural Hazard Mitigation Saves 2019 Report outlines measures 
that communities, local governments, land owners, developers, and tenants can take to reduce the 
increasingly destructive impact of  flooding, hurricanes, earthquakes, and wildfires. Its exhaustive 
benefit-cost analysis weighs the effects of various mitigation strategies, from adopting up-to-date building 
codes and exceeding codes to retrofitting existing buildings and utility and transportation infrastructure.

U.S. GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL (USGBC)
“Governments across the world have at their disposal willing implementation 
partners and the trusted tools and strategies to immediately make a measur-
able and meaningful impact on decarbonization. When it comes to the critical 
task of carbon mitigation in the construction and building sector, governments 
need to set bold commitments that meet our global climate crisis where it is 
today—not where we thought it was years ago. These commitments must put 
equity, sustainability, health and wellness, and resilience at the forefront of our 
global efforts and invest in proven technologies and platforms that will help us 
move rapidly to net zero and eventually net positive.” 

“Climate change is one of the most important issues of our time. At USGBC, we 
work to mitigate the effects of climate change through green building. Buildings 
represent 41 percent of total U.S. energy output, which means we have a big 
opportunity to improve our structures and decrease their energy use. LEED 
enables green buildings to prove their enormous potential to mitigate climate 
change through a holistic focus on efficiency and sustainability—and beyond 
merely cutting down on energy and resources, LEED rewards projects that get 
to net zero, or even generate positive energy returns to the grid.” 
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